GEORGE THE THIRD
the House:  Pitt was determined to dispel it.   Facing Grenville
who was sitting close by him he said:
The gentleman tells us that America is obstinate; that America is
almost in open rebellion. Sir, I rejoice that America has resisted.
Three millions of peoples so dead to all the feelings of liberty, as
voluntarily to submit to be slaves, would have been fit instruments
to make slaves of the rest. . . . No Minister since the accession of
Eang William thought or even dreamed of robbing the colonies of
the constitutional right until the era of the late Administration.
Not that there were wanting some, when I had the honour to serve
his Majesty, to propose to me to burn my fingers with an American
Stamp Act. With the enemy at their back, without bayonets at their
breasts, in the day of their distress, perhaps the Americans would
have submitted to the imposition; but it would have been taking
an ungenerous and unjust advantage. ... I am no courtier of
America; I stand up for this Kingdom. I maintain, that the Parlia-
ment has a right to bind, to restrain America. . . . When two
countries are connected together, like England and her colonies, with-
out being incorporated, the one must necessarily govern; the greater
must rule the less; but so rule it, as not to contradict the funda-
mental principles that are common to both. If the gentleman does
not understand the difference between external and internal taxes,
I cannot help it; but there is a plain distinction between taxes levied
for the purpose of raising a revenue, and duties imposed for the
regulation of trade, for the accommodation of the subject. ... I
will be so bold to affirm, that the profit of Great Britain from the
trade of the colonies, through all its branches, is two millions a year.
The estates that were rented at two thousand pounds a year, three-
score years ago, are at three thousand pounds at present. Those
estates sold then from fifteen to eighteen years' purchase; the same
may now be sold for thirty. You owe this to America: this is the
price America pays for her protection. And shall a miserable
financier come with a boast, that he can bring a peppercorn into
the Exchequer, to the loss of millions to the nation? ... In a good
cause, on a sound bottom, the force of this country can crush
America to atoms. . . . But on this ground, on the Stamp Act,
when so many here will think it a crying injustice, I am one who will
lift up rny hands against it. In such a cause your success would be
hazardous. America, if she fall, would fall like a strong man. She
would embrace the pillars of the State, and pull down the constitu-
tion along with her. -Is this your boasted peace? Not to sheath
the sword in its scabbard, but to sheath it in the bowels of your
countrymen? . . . The Americans have not acted in all things with
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